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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Jr.  there  were  four  to  six  additions  widow  Zelma  is  a  mem- 

_  to  the  church  that  day  —  and  ber,  Kilgore  observed. 

then  have  the  commitment  ser-  Musgrove  is  a  regu- 
usgrove  vice  for  the  Governor,"  Kilgore  lar  in  the  church's  adult 
iy  11  to  p>ointed  out.  choir,  and  was  chairman 

ffice  as  Deacon  chairman  Gary  Wray  of  the  pastor  search 

outhem  delivered  a  charge  to  Musgrove  committee  that  called 
0  years,  on  behalf  of  the  deacons  and  Kilgore  to  the  Bates ville 
de  sure  the  church’  congregation,  that  Church  in  1994.  "He's 
ith  their  "we  will  pray  for  you  and  served  on  every  com- 
encourage  the  church  to  pray  mittee  this  church  has," 
■  of  First  for  you,  Kilgore  said.  said  Kilgore, 

d  about  Deacon  David  Ball  also  Less  than  .  two 

e  special  delivered  a  personal  charge  of  weeks  before  his  inau- 
inuarv  9  commitment  to  Musgrove,  guration,  Musgrove 
ary.  The  Kilgore  said.  was  still  serving  his 

as  held  Each  active  deacon  and  appointed  stint  as  dea- 

regular  ordained  church  staffer  partici-  con  of  the  week,  which 
pated  in  a  laying  on  of  hands  meant  he  had  to 
to  share  and  time  of  prayer  for  ensure  the  church  was 
through  Musgrove.  Kilgore  then  pre-  secure  at  the  end  of 
:rvice  —  sented  each  family  member  —  each  service. 

Musgrove,  his  wife  Melanie,  "It  was  really  inter- 
son  Jordan,  and  daughter  esting  to  see  the  soon- 
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BLESSINGS  —  Ronnie  Musgrove  (kneeling),  Mississippi's  gover¬ 
nor-elect  at  the  time,  receives  a  laying  on  of  hands  Jap.  9  from  Alan 
Kilgore,  pastor  of  Musgrove's  home  church,  First  Church,  Batesville, 
during  a  special  commitment  service  in  the  church's  sanctuary. 
Looking  on  are  (from  left)  Musgrove's  son  Jordan,  daughter  Carmen 
Rae,  and  wife  Melanie.  (BR*special  photo  by  Jake  Thompson) 
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An  unfortunate  legacy 
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decidedly  unspiritual  world  of 
politics  could  be  a  role  model  to 
encourage  aspiring  Christians  to 
Well,  your  eight  years  as  governor  of  the  run  for  office. 

State  of  Mississippi  came  to  an  end  with  the  That  was  then.  This  is  now. 
swearing-in  of  your  successor,  Ronnie  As  you  were  introduced  to  the 
Musgrove,  at  noon  on  January  11.  Whatever  polite  applause  of  the  crowd 
else  mend  or  foe  may  say  about  your  ser-  gatherea  January  11  at  the 
vice  as  Mississippi's  first  two-term  cover-  Capitol  in  Jackson  for  the  inau- 
nor,  they  can  all  agree  that  it  wasn't  dull.  guration  of  your  successor,  my 
For  me,  one  or  the  salient  memories  of  mind  couldn't  help  but  flash  to 
your  time  in  the  public  spotlight  occurred  the  widely-published  photo- 
on  that  cool  November  evening  in  1992  graph  of  you  and  your  girlfriend 
when  it  became  apparent  that  the  state's  stepping  off  the  airplane  at  the 

I  voters  had  just  chosen  you  as  their  Memphis  airport  after  a  secret 
next  governor.  trip  together  to  France. 

Wild  cheers  greeted  you  as  you  When  you  were  finally  forced 
strode  into  the  packed  room  where  to  admit  that  you  were  leaving 
the  victory  party  was  being  held,  the  wife  of  your  youth  for  anoth- 
Well-wishers  crowded  to  be  near  you  er  woman,  the  news  hit  me  hard, 
as  television  cameras  jostled  for  posi-  Once  again,  a  vaunted  public  fic¬ 
tion.  The  atmosphere  was  electric.  ure's  walk  didn't  matcn  his  talk. 

All  eyes  were  upon  you.  This  Once  again,  a  role  model  deeply 
was  your  time.  You  were  about  to  disappointed  us. 
become  the  most  important  and  Worst  of  all  was  the  father 
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The  rumors  that 
will  not  die! 

By  Greg  Bowers,  pastor 
First  Church,  Indianola 
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ted  a  hearing  with  the 
d  of  Governors  to  dis¬ 
cuss  her  complaint.  That  simply 
(FCC)  endeavoring  to  remove  all  is  not  the  case, 
religious  broadcasting  from  the  In  spite  of  numerous  efforts 
television  and  radio  airwaves.  at  explanation  and  information. 
The  latest  twist  on  the  rumor  over  four  million  petitions  have 
is  that  she  is  attempting  to  shut  signed  and  sent  to  the  FCC. 
down  the  hit  television  show  As  with  the  Procter  and 
Touched  by  an  Angel  because  of  Gamble  rumor,  those  who  wish 
its  occasional  references  to  God.  to  review  the  case  more  fully 
For  the  record,  Madalyn  can  access  the  FCC  web  site  at 
Murray  O'Hair  is  dead.  She  www.fcc.gov/mmb/enf/forms 
disappeared  from  her  Austin,  /rm-2493ditml. 

Texas,  home  several  years  ago  Our  reputation  is  on  the  line! 
and  a  man  has  been  charged  When  we  perpetuate  these 
with  her  murder.  rumors,  yye  Took  misinformed 

It  is  true  that  a  petition  was  at  best  and  uninformed  at 
filed  with  the  FCC.  in  1971  by  worst. 

Jeremy  Lansman  and  Lorenzo  Let's  spend  our  time  perpet- 
Milam.  They  asked  the  FCC  to  uating  those  things  which  we 
review  the  operating  licenses  of  know  are  true,  namely  that 
all  non-profit  organizations,  Jesus  Christ  is  risen,  reigning, 
including  religious  ones.  and  returning! 
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FAITH  UNDER  FIRE 


SOUNDBYTES 


M  NOT  A  CHRISTIAN 


NAMB  introduces  teen  mission  magazine 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)— 


circulation  of  about  280,000.  Baptist  Church  in  Colorado 
"There  is  an  awakening,  an  Springs,  Colo.  The  ministry 
'Aha!'  creates  an  environment  in 

moment  that  which  youth  and  their  leaders 
'i  *  '  ’  DR  happens  lounge"  on  "beat-un  couches" 

w  n  e  n  talking  about  tougn  issues  of 
Christians  the  day. 

discover  Most  importantly,  non- 
that  they  Christian  youth  feel  comfort- 

'\P*  **WMc*n  be  able-  The  message:  You,  too, 

r  ^BR_j^W|involved  in  can  find  ways  of  making  your 
I  leading  peo-  youth  group  more  effective  in 
SMl  of  Iple  to  reaching  and  sharing  Christ. 

fm Hr  JHsJ  Christ,"  Go!  magazine  will  be  pub- 
■  gy  ^Hr  1  Adams  said,  lished  six  times  a  year,  via  paid 
_  "and  that's  subscription.  The  premiere 

what  we  issue  will  be  sent  free  to  youth 
want  for  leaders  and  others, 
teenagers.  Bulk  subscriptions  also  will 
They  don't  be  available.  Churches  and 
have  to  do  it  individuals  may  subscribe  to 
the  same  Go!  by  calling  NAMB  at  (770) 
way  tl\pir  410-6250... 
parents  do 
it,  their  pas¬ 
tor  does  it  or  ^ 

their  friends 
do  it,  but  we 
want  them  / 

to  find  that 
if  their  faith 
is  real  and 
valuable, 
they  can  dis¬ 
cover  their  A  special  edition  of  Go!  will 

unique  way  include  additional  materials  for 
to  share  Challenger  groups^  NAMB's 
their  faith,  mission  education  program  for 


"Go!"  The  one- word  summation  oped 

of  the  Great 

Commission 

is  also  the  Bdl^®  *  V.-2,D 

name  ot  the  B; 1  ‘ 

\ o rt h  \ me ri - 

can  Mission 

B  o  a  r  d  '  s  B^  ;L  t  ’ 

(\AMB's)ty,  1  ‘  (  '•>/’ 

maga- 

zine,  design-  B?®  *  ^ 

ed  for  stu-  m  -  *  ‘ 

dents  who  Blr  * 

share  a  pas-  B.  »*.  ,  ®  * 

sion  for  see-  B  !fd  t. 

mg  people  Ky 

around  them  B  V*  M 

discoverB'-l  1  '  •  ,  ,%* 

Christ.  «|  ®  ’  V?  v*’^ 

t  io!  maga-  R  i  1  '*■ 

zine,  subti-  E*. 
tied  "Taking 

t  hi  1st  to  ( >ur  B.  „ 

World,  "WB..®-  i  ,, 

debuted  at 

Vouthl  ink 

2000,  the  Bf  ~ 

So  11  t  h  e  r  n 

B  a  p  t  i  s  t  ,  E.  f  T  *<  >i‘»  f,- 1  <i 

s  e  v  e  n  -  c  i  t  y  Hi ti  1 1 !  jj  |]  2  |]  3  J 

millennial 

vouth  event  B 

slated  tor  B  1HBBBI 

Dec  29-31.  % 

"Somel  f*  #*5? 
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that  the  best  I  ImTTla 

you  can  do  is  j| 

get  through  B 

your  teen  1  «fW 

years  with-  8  if  |fg 

out  messing  |* 

up  your  life® 

said  Nate  Adams,  NAMB's  vice 
president  for  mobilization  and 
mission  education. 

"Go!  happens  to  think  that 
faithful  teens  who  are  taking 
Christ  to  the  world  can  change 
that  world  forever,"  he  said. 


ing  efforts  to  make  an  "on-mis-  dents  a  glimpse  of  those 
sion"  lifestyle  a  normal  part  of  around  them  who  desperately 
the  Christian  experience,  need  Christ. 

Adams  noted.  It  is  the  same  Six  non-Christian  high 
philosophy  that  drives  school  students  were  inter- 
NAMB's  "On  Mission"  maga-  viewed  about  their  own  back- 
zine,  which  has  a  requested  grounds  and  religious  beliefs, 

_  as  well  as  how  tney  perceive 

.  Christianity  and  the  Christian 

tan  apologies  students  at  their  school. 

"By  (listening]  wre  can  begin 
hite  House  spokesman  Joe  to  discover  how  our  friends  feel 

■  Southern  Baptist  Convention  about  God,  faith,  and 

imments  he  made  accusing  the  Christianity,"  the  introduction 

idous  hatred."  to  the  article  reads.  "And  as  we 

, Lockhart  said,  responding  to  hear  them  out,  we  can  find 

:ue,  "and  I've  already  made  it  ways  to  address  their  real  ques- 

time.  This  was  a  comment  that  tions  and  concerns. " 
t't  aware  of  the  facts,  and  made  Another  article  features  the 

ssing  some  conditional  words."  youth  group  at  Vanguard,  a 
e  day  after  Senate  Majority  non-traditional  Southern 


Md./Del. 
restructures 
mission  board 


TOWSON,  Md.  (BP)  — 
Messengers  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Baptist 
Convention  of  Maryland/ 
Delaware  (BCM/D)  affirmed  a 
restructuring  of  the  conven¬ 
tion's  General  Mission  Board. 

Mississippi  Baptists  are  cur¬ 
rently  involved  in  a  three-year 
partnership  missions  project 
with  BCM/D) 

The  restructuring  alters  the 
mission  board's  committee 
structure,  replacing  standing 
committees  with  ad  hoc  com¬ 
mittees.  This  allows  those 
BCM/D  strategic  teams  to  carry 
the  work  of  the  convention  and 
relate  directly  to  the  General 
Mission  Board,  officials  said. 


Dellanna  W.  O'Brien  is  installed  as  the  sixth  executive  director  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU)  .  In  her  first  address  to  the  WMU 
executive  board,  O'Brien  says,  "The  mission  for  the  '90s  is  'Go.'  Our 
charge  is  dear...  All  that  remains  is  to  obey  the  command." 


R.  Keith  Parks  assumes  his  role  as  the  new  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  after  a  four-month  transition. 
Parks  challenges  those  gathered  for  the  occasion  to  never  let  any  other 
issues  cloud  the  basic  issue  of  telling  people  about  Jesus. 


Blythe  Creek  Church,  Choctaw  County,  completes  a  new  building 
with  an  auditorium,  10  classrooms,  and  butane  gas  heat.  Nathan  Pulling, 
a  Clarke  College  student,  is  pastor.  The  church  meets  two  Sundays  each 
month. 
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in  Mississippi  Baptist  life  and 
man  of  impeccable  honesty,  accordi 


.  ,  . .  in  Whitfield's  name.  Price  told 

a  story  about  his  great,  great  grandfather's  honesty  and  its  consequences. 

“In  those  early  days  a  group  of  prominent  citizens  endorsed  a  note  to 
finance  a  railroad  venture,"  Price  said.  Whitfield  was  among  those  citizens, 
and  when  it  failed ,  he  found  himself  with  a  $ 100,000  debt. 

"A  legal  solution  was  available,  so  Benjamin  Whitfield  got  a  lawyer  and 
went  to  court.  But  when  he  heard  his  lawyer  say  'nil  debit',  he  jumped  to  his 
feet,  and  said  'I  do  owe  this  money  and  requested  my  lawyer  to  arrange  with 
the  bank  for  the  time  to  pay  it  back.'" 

Even  though  the  cry  of  "nil  debit,"  which  means  "I  owe  nothing,"  was  just 
a  formality,  Whitfield  would  not  allow  those  words  to  be  used.  It  was  for 
Whitfield  a  question  of  honor  and  honesty.  As  a  result,  the  judge  ordered  the 
lawyers  to  arrange  a  verdict  to  satisfy  Whitfield's  high  sense  of  honor. 

"He  paid  the  debt  off  in  20  years  time,"  Price  said. 

That  is  not  the  end  of  the  story,  however.  Price  told  of  how  years  later  a 
lyoung  fellow  walked  into  Capitol  State  Bank  of  Jackson  in  search  of  a  job. 
When  the  lad  told  the  bank  president  his  name.  "Benjamin  Whitfield  Griffith  " 

|  the  bank  president  asked  if  the  lad  were  kin  to  "old  Mr.  Benjamin  Whitfield  " 
j  When  the  answer  was  affirmative,  the  bank  president  is  reported  to  have 
j said,  "come  in  here;  we  will  make  a  place  for  his  grandson." 

'This  grandson  later  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  at  MC  and  he 
j  signed  my  diploma  in  t925,"  Price  said.  c 

j  From  a  history  of  the  Whitfield  family  written  by  Fmma  Whitfield  era /id- 1 
!  daughter  of  Benjamin  Whittield.  g 


c  SCHOLARSHIP  —  On  hand  for  the  establishment  of  the  Benjamin  Whitfield 
Scholarship  at  Mississippi  College  (MC)  in  Clinton  were  (from  left)  Harry  Vickery  MC  board 
chairman;  Howell  W  Todd  MC  president;  G.  Baley  Price  and  Whitfield  Price,  great-great  grand¬ 
sons  ot  Benjamin  Whittield;  Kermit  McGregor,  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention- 
and  Steve  Jordan,  pastor  of  Pocahontas  Church,  Metro  Association.  (BR  special  photo) 


*>  '  - V  CIUI  pi  IC/IC// 

Graham:  Christians  should  not  'target'  groups 

NEW  \  ORK.  (ARP)  - —  world  >n  our  Ui.i  i.1 _ _ _ • _ r  t  i  - 


C.E.  Bryant 
dies  at  82 

BELLEVILLE,  III.  (BP)  —  C.E. 
Bryant,  the  first  director  of 
Baptist  Press,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  news  ser¬ 
vice,  died  |an.  7  in  Belleville, 
III.  He  had  been  hospitalized 
for  10  days  with  the  flu  and 
pneumonia,  according  to  a 
family  friend.  Bryant  was  82. 

W.C.  Fields,  vice  president 
for  public  relations  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  Baptist  Press  from  1 959- 
87  and  editor  of  The  Baptist 
Recotd  from  1956-59;  said 
Bryant  "was  a  man  of  great  tal¬ 
ent,  but  it  expressed  itself  in 
service.  He  was  one  of  the 
finest  journalists  that  Southern 
Baptists  have  had  over  these 
many  years." 


NEW  YORK  (ABP)  —  world  in  our  denomination,  but 
Targeting  Muslims  and  Jews  for  I  have  never  targeted  Muslims.  I 
conversion  is  not  the  approach  have  never  targeted  jews  I 
Billy  Graham  would  take  to  believe  that  we  should  declare 

Christian  evangelism,  he  said  the  fact  that  God _ 

in  a  nationally  televised  inter-  loves  you,  God's 
view  Jan.  2.'  willing  to  forgive 

Graham,  appearing  on  Fox  you,  God  can 
News  Sunday,  was  interviewed  change  you,  and 
by  Tony  Snow  about  a  variety  Christ  and  his 
or  topics,  ranging  from  his  view  kingdom  is  open 
'of  the  new  millennium  to  how  to  anybody  who 
he  has  fended  off  temptation  as  repents  and  by 
a  highly  public  figure.  faith  receives  him 

Snow  referenced  the  recent  as  Lord  and 
controversy  between  Southern  Savior." 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  lead-  The  issue  of 
ers  and  religious  leaders  in  Southern  Baptists 
Chicago  over  a  plan  to  send  seeking  to  convert 
thousands  of  Southern  Baptists  groups  like 
into  Chicago,  some  of  whom  Muslims,  Jews, 
will  seek  to  convert  adherents  and  Hindus  lias 
of  other  religions.  made  headlines 

"Is  that  the  sort  of  thing  the  around  the  world 
Baptist  convention  should  be  in  recent  months 


"Is  that  the  sort  of  thing  the 
Baptist  convention  should  be 
doing?"  Snow  asked. 

Graham  said:  "I'm  a  Southern 
Baptist,  and  I  normally  defend 
my  denomination.  I'm  loyal  to  it. 
I  believe  in  them.  Thev  have 


they  think  are 
sinners. 

I  think  we 
should  love 
frhem  and  wel- 
ru,SuT,.f  ^  them  and 

anybody  who*  r  open  our 

,bvB  and 

h.m  then 

and  tohillv 

.  fellowship 

Baptists  believer- 

.  - 

,lke  they 

^''vs'  repented 

)ia-<  SIIIs  inj 

headlines  changed 

around  the  world  way  of 

in  recent  months,  Graham  *  Graham  said, 

sparked  hrstby  "but  as  far  as 

release  of  an  SBC  prayer  guide  for  day-to-day  friendship  and 
Jewish  conversion  during  that  reli-  being  together  at  various  func- 
gion  s  High  Holy  Days.  A  similar  tions,  I  don't  believe  there 

rnnfrmraMnr  /mining  1^1^. _  _ 1 _ _  i  i  i 


the  conversion  of  Hindus.  claim  to  be  followers  of  Christ." 

Also  during  the  Fox  inter-  Graham  said  while  many 
view,  Graham  said  he  believes  regard  him  a  saint,  he  doesn’t 
Christians  often  are  too  quick  see  himself  that  way. 

to  judge  others  "I'm  not  a  righteous  man," 
they  think  are  he  said.  "People  put  me  up  on  a 


edestal  (on  which)  I  don't 


I  feel  that  very  much." 

Graham  lauded  a  response 
during  a  recent  presidential 
debate,  when  Texas  Gov. 
George  W.  Bush  named  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  favorite  political 
philosopher  or  thinker.  - 

"From  my  point  of  view,  it 
was  a  wonderful  answer," 
Graham  said.  "I  mean,  to  mil¬ 
lions  of  young  people  especial¬ 
ly  in  the  United  states,  Jesus 
Christ. is  the  greatest  man...  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  and  to 
me,  he's  the  greatest  person  in 
the  history  of  mankind  and  the 
universe.  We  can't  prove  it.  I 
can't  put  it  in  a  test  tube  or  in 


.  Wve  ta  then,.  have  ZSkLeZZiJSSJSi 

some  of  the  hnest  people  m  the  the  SBC  issued  a  prayer  guide  lor  have  many  friends  ?h“  don't  B^e  teachi  ft"  “  beCaUSe  *he 
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Life  Way  puts  music  resources  on  Internet 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  making  keyboard  and 
instrumental  music  available  as  download¬ 
able  resources  from  the  Internet  at 
www.lifeway.coni/musicministries. 

The  move  is  a  first  for  the  agency  in  pro¬ 
viding  for-sale  resources  instantaneously, 
and  LifeWay  is  believed  to  be  the  first  major 
denominational  publisher  to  employ  tech¬ 
nology  to  provide  downloadable  music. 

Initially  all  music  offered  will  be  audio 
of  selected  instrumental  music  and  key¬ 
board  titles  from  Life  Way's  Genevox  Music 
and  Church  Street  Music. 

According  to  Danny  Jones,  leadership 
development  team  leader  for  LifeWay 
Music  Ministries,  music  will  be  offered  in 
MP3  (audio)  format. 

In  early  2000,  PDF  for  Adobe  Acrobat 
(print)  versions  will  be  added.  Keyboard 
print  music  will  be  sold  for  one  dollar  for 
each  instrument  required  (solo,  dQet,  and 
so  forth).  Instrumental  series  will  be  sold 
for  actual  retail  price.  Some  audio  selec¬ 
tions  are  available  at  no  charge. 

The  great  appeal  for  this  service  will  be 
the  ability  to  nave  resources  immediately, 
rather  than  waiting  for  a  shipped  order. 

Choral  print  music,  witn  both  MP3 
(sound)  and  PDF  (print),  will  be  added 
later,  along  with  resources  from  other  pub¬ 
lishing  imprints. 


A  link  to  download  a  free  player  for  the 
audio  selections  is  provided  on  the  site. 
"This  is  the  first  in  many  enhancements 
anticipated  in  the  future  for  LifeWay's  Web 
site,"  according  to  Darin  Moore,  Internet 
applications  manager  for  LifeWay. 

The  new  feature  is  part  of  a  larger  music 
ministries  site  under  development  that  is 
expected  to  include  sub-sites  for  Dovetail 
Music,  Made  for  Praise,  Genevox  Music, 
Church  Street  Music,  Church  Street  Press, 
the  Children's  Music  Series,  and  hymnals 
and  other  resources.  In  all,  nearly  3,000 
music  ministry  and  worship /congregational 
resources  will  be  in  the  online  music  catalog. 

In  other  areas,  LifeWay's  Web  site  at 
www.lifeway.com  includes: 

•  The  ability  to  order  both  dated  and 
undated  products  24  hours  a  day,  seven 
days  a  week.  Since  online  ordering  of 
dated  and  undated  materials  was  made 
available  two  years  ago,  almost  100,000 
orders  have  been  placea  on  the  Internet. 

•  Secure  ordering  by  the  use  of  a 
Personal  Identification  Number,  eliminating 
the  need  to  provide  confidential  account 
information  online.  More  than  14,000 
churches  have  Personal  Identification 
Numbers  to  use  for  ordering  their  materials. 

•  Response  with  an  email  acknowledg¬ 
ing  receipt  of  the  order. 

•  Easy  way  to  review  what  has  been 
.ordered  m  the  past. 


•  Offers  the  ability  to  check  on  the  status 
of  an  order  and  its  snipment. 
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Candlelight 
Prayer  Vigil 
for  the 
Unborn 

lanuary  22 
6-7  p.m. 

First  Floor  Rotunda- 
Mississippi  Capitol 
Jackson 

For  more  information,  call 
(601)956-8636 


How's  My  Driving? 

Several  years  ago  some 
trucking  companies,  and  now 
various  other  companies  that 
have  vehicles  on  the  road,  put 
signs  on  the  backs  Of  their  vehi¬ 
cles  asking  the  question, 
"How's  my  driving?"  You 
don't  have  to  travel  down  a 
road  very  far  before  you  spot 
one.  Just  below  the  question, 
"How's  my  driving?"  is  a  1-800 
number  to  call  and  respond. 
Have  you  ever  called  one  of 
those  numbers?  I  confess  that  I 
have  not,  even  though  I  have 
witnessed  both  reckless  driving 
as  well  as  courteous  ana 
thoughtful  driving.  I  have 
thought  about  calling,  but 
never  followed  through. 

The  fact  is  that  many  people 
do  call  —  both  commendmg 
and  criticizing  the  drivers  on 
which  they  are  reporting.  Some 
companies  have  revealed  that 
they  have  taken  action  against 
some  of  their  drivers  because 
they  had  received  so  many 
complaints.  Others  say  that 
regardless  of  how  many  calls, 

food  or  bad  that  come  in,  their 
rivers  are  on  notice,  that  peo¬ 
ple  are  watching. 

I  wonder  what  would  hap¬ 
pen  if  church  people  had  a  sign 
nung  across  their  backs  that 
said:  "How's  my  Christianity? 
Call  l-80CFHeaven."  What  kind 
of  record  would  we  have?  It 
might  not  be  a  bad  idea  because 
the  real  test  of  Christianity  is 
not  how  still  you  sit  in  the  pew 
on  Sunday  morning,  or  now 
meaningful  you  absorb  the 
songs  and  sermon,  but  what 
kina  of  life  and  light  you  reflect 
on  the  highways  of  life. 

Recently  I  went  to  lunch 
with  a  fellow  minister.  We  sat 
down  in  a  restaurant  and  the 
waitress  who  came  to  our  table 


‘Diredrmns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


After  the  fire  was  'out  and 
the  car  was  safe,  I  sat  on  the 
side  of  the  road  with  my  flash¬ 
er-lights  blinking  and  I  begem 


was  noticeably  nervous  and 
anxious.  With  an  uncertainty  in 
her  voice  she  said,  "I  hope  you 
are  nice  people  because  this  is 
my  first  day."  We  assured  her 
that  we  would  be  nice  and  that 
she  would  not  be  "shot  at  sun¬ 
down"  if  everything  wasn't 
perfect.  She  was  relieved  and 
went  on  to  do  an  excellent  job.  I 
guess  she  thought  of  herself  as 
being  on  trial,  yet  I  was  remind¬ 
ed  that  we  are  the  ones  whbse 
testimony  is  always  on  trial. 

You  remember  that  famous 
story  Jesus  told  about  a  man 
who  was  "  traveling  from 
Jerusalem  to.  Jericho  and  fell 
among  thieves?  Beaten, 
stripped  of  everything,  and  left 
dying  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
people  began  to  pass  by.  A 
priest  and  a  Levite,  both  of 
them  away  from  their  religious 
environment,  encountered  the 
man  but  had  apparently  left 
their  religion  back  at  the  place 
where  they  worshipped.  They 
were  aware  of  the  man's  needs, 
but  they  just  decided  to  pass  on 
by.  Finally,  a  Samaritan  hap¬ 
pened  to  come  down  that  road. 
Of  all  people  he  probably  had 
the  best  reason  not  to  help  and 
yet  he  went  out  of  his  way, 
expended  his  energy  and  his 
own  resources  to  help  the  guy, 
then  went  on  his  way.  I  would 
imagine  that  the  poor  guy  who 
had  been  beaten  ana  robbed 
probably  would  have  taken  the 
time  to  call  1-800  to  tell  of  the 


blessed  thing  that  had  been 
done  for  him  if  that  had  been 
an  option. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  driving 
down  the  interstate  highway 
when  something  caught  my  eye 
in  the  rearview  mirror  -  it  was 
smoke.  It  took  me  a  few  seconds 
to  realize  that  the  smoke  was 
coming  from  my  car!  As  quickly 
as  I  could,  I  pulled  to  the  side 
and  stopped  By  this  time 
smoke  was  coming  out  from 
under  and  all  around  my  car.  I 
knelt  down,  looked  under  the 
car  and  saw  a  growing  pool  of 
fire.  The  transmission  housing 
had  cracked  and  the  transmis¬ 
sion  fluid  was  dripping  onto 
the  ground  and  was  on  fire.  I 
could  just  see  the  fire  growing, 
the  gas  tank  exploding,  and  the 
Car  being  destroyed! 

Trying  to  avoid  total  destruc¬ 
tion,  I  jumped  back  into  the  car, 
put  it  in  neutral,  and  then  began 
to  push  the  car  away  from  die 
growing  fire  pool.  While  all  of 
mis  was  taking  place  over  the 
period  of  a  few  minutes,  I  began 
to  be  aware  of  how  many  cars 
were  passing  me  by  —  not  one, 
not  five,  but  dozens.  Many  of 
them  slowed  down  to  look  and 
most  of  them  moved  over  into 
the  far  lane  away  from  any  pos¬ 
sible  fire  hazard.  I  must  confess 
that  the  majority  of  them  did 
put  on  their  brakes,  slowing 
down  to  65-70  mph,  but  just  so 
they  could  get  a  better  look.  Not 
one  stopped! 


er-lights  blinking  and  I  begem 
counting  and  contemplating 
those  who  were  passing  me  by. 
I  wondered  where  aU  these 
people  were  going  in  such  a 
nurry.  I  wonaerea  how  many 
of  them  were  Baptists.  I  won¬ 
dered  how  many  of  them  were 
Christians.  I  wondered  how 
many  of  them  cared,  but  either 
because  they  did  not  have  the 
time  or  knew  nothing  about 
auto  mechanics,  just  simply 
passed  on  by? 

I  was  in  a  dilemma.  After 
spending  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  trying  to  figure 
out  what  to  do,  I  finally  stopped 
counting  and  even  stopped 
wondering.  I  just  waited  and 
eventually  a  man  came  along  in 
a  vehicle  and  pulled  up  directly 
behind  me.  It  was  not  just  “a" 
vehicle,  it  was  a- wrecker!  Not 
only  was  it  a  wrecker,  but  the 
man  was  on  his  way  to  a  dealer¬ 
ship  to  pick  up  a  car  (the  same 
maxe  as  mine)  that  he  was  to 
transport  to  another  city.  "I'll  be 
glad  to  pull  your  car  in,"  he 
said.  He  hooked  up  my  car,  I 
got  in  the  cab  with  him,  and  off 
we  went.  We  arrived  at  the 
dealership,  the  mechanics  got 
right  on  my  car,  fixed  it,  and 
within  hours  I  was  on  my  way. 

I  tried  to  pay  my  "Good 
Samaritan"  who  stopped  with 
the  wrecker,  but  "No,  he  said, 
"I  was  coming  here  anyway." 
"Yeh,  but  you  didn't  have  to 
stop  and  help  me."  With  a  smile 
he  said,  "Well,  yes  I  did."  His 
smile  was  because  of  the  con¬ 
versation  we  had  had  earlier. 
"Yes,"  he  was  a  Christian,  and  a 
Baptist,  and  in  a  hurry,  but  not 
sq  big  a  hurry  that  he  couldn't 
stop  and  help! 

Hbw's  your  driving? 
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search  to  find  a  successor  to  Netherton  was  raised  as  a 
Cordell  Maddox,  who  has  led  Baptist  and  participated  in  tire 
the  Baptist-related  college  in  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  at 
Jefferson  City,  Term.,  since  1977.  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
Maddox  will  continue  in  his  where  he  earned  his  undergrad- 
presidential  role  until  uate  degree  in  mathematics.  He 
Netherton,  52,  assumes  his  new  served  as  chairman  of  the  BSU's 
position  Feb.  1.  student  summer  missions  pro- 

gram  there.  Since  then  he  has 
served  in  numerous  church 
roles,,  including  various  commit 
tee  positions  as  well  as  deacon, 
sented  at  Harmony  Church,  Sunday  School  teacher,  Bible 
Crystal  Springs,  Feb.  6-8,  at  7  drill  leader,  and  choir  director, 
p.m.  each  evening.  A  native  of  Jackson,  Netherton 
Admission  is  free.  For  ticket  earned  a  Fh.D.  in  mathematics 
information  and  group  reser-  from  the  University  of  Virginia  in 
vations,  call  the  cnurcn  office  1973.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
at  (601)  892-1121.  bers  of  Birmingham's 

Brookwood  Church. 

The  Melody  Boys  Quartet  During  a  news  conference 
of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  will  be  in  following  his  selection, 
concert  at  First  Church,  Netherton  stressed  that  he 
Crystal  Springs,  on  Feb.  6  at  7  wants  a  positive  relationship 
p.m.  Call  (601)  892-1149  for  with  the  Tennessee  Baptist 
more  information.  Convention. 


GAs  of  Skene  Church,  Skene 


"Greece  Deluxe  -Athens,  Corinth,  Delphi,  Plata 

March  15-22  -  Hour  8-10  (8  days)  3  Island  Cruise  (12  meals)  from  $1350.00 

Israel  &  Jordan  Holy  Lands  1st  Class 

Mar  22-Apr  1  (11  days)  Fuff  Sightseeing  Escorted  Tour  (18  meals)  $2079.00 

Footsteps  of  Paul  -  Greece  &  Ephesus 

Mar  20-30  (11  days)  LUe  changing  experience,  fully  escorted  (18  meals)  $2074.0( 

*  Tulip  Time  in  Holland  -  Amsterdam 

April  24-May  1  (8  days)  Windmills,  Canals  Wooden  Shoes  (9  meals)  $171 9.00 
May  8-14  (9  days)  Barge  cruise  aboard  the  new  “Viking  Danube’  from  $2659.00 

Australia  &  New  Zealand  Tour 

April  27-May  15  (19  days)  Best  ol  both  countries,  a  complete  tour  $4345.00 

Switzerland,  Alpine  Village  Adventure 

*  May  -  October  (8  days)  Fuff  sightseeing  (12  meals T  from  $ 1 544.00 


Nova  Scotia  -  Prince  Edward  Island  by  Air 


Outstanding  Christian  Recording  Artist  ■ 

Steve  Green 

in  concert  at  the 

Leflore  County  Civic  Center,  Hwy.  7,  Greenwood,  MS 

January  28  •  7  p.m. 

Tickets:  $8  •  $10  at  the  door 

Tickets  available  at  Cornerstone  Christian  Bookstore,  Grenada; 

Promises  and  Praise,  Batesville;  and  Family  Bookstore,  Greenville. 

Tickets  may  also  be  purchased  by  contacting  North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church,  (662)  453-2801 


(12  meals)  $1 


June  1 5-23  (8  days)  Am  ol  Green  Gables,  M 


A/  any  CJ  t  H  &  r  lours! 

Paris,  London,  Yellowstone,  Hawaii,  Branson,  California, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Malta,  Can.  Rockies,  Scandinavia,  etc.. 
Local  Departures!!  Ask  about  our  home  pick-up  service. 


Call  Today  For  Detailed  Itineraries 

621  E.  Main  Street,  Morgantown,  PA  19543 

800*322*0788  610*286*0788 


Sponsored  by  North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
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Planters vi 1  le 


Hamilton 

pastor. 


The  Duvalls 


Ordination  service  at  First  Church,  Ridgeland 

hy  R.  Mowdy  was  Springs  Rd.,  Newton,  MS  39345, 
to  the  ministry  by  or  phone  (601)  683-7436.  Charles 
wrings  Church,  Newton  Bonner,  left,  pastor  of  Poplar 
on,  on  Dec.  12.  He  is  Springs  Churcn  is  pictured  pre¬ 
fer  pulpit  simply  and  sen  ting  a  Certificate  of  License 
ontactea  at  116  Poplar  to  Mowdy. 


First  Church,  Ridgeland,  held 

deacon  ordination  services  on 
Dec.  19  for  (pictured,  from  left) 
Eric  Jacobsen,  Bob  Malone,  Keith 
Allison,  and  Kevin  Baker.  Les 
Hughes  is  interim  pastor.  Phil 
Ayers  is  chairman  of  deacons. 

Calvary  Church,  West  Point, 
ordained  Barry  Bouchillon  to 
the  ministry 
on  Nov.  14. 

Bouchillon 
has  served  S 
Calvary!  fKl || 


Bonner  and  Mowdy 


Little  education  at  Furman  University, 

■  Greenville,  S.C.,  and 
Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.  His  previous  place 


First  Church,  Sumrall,  has  Concord  Church, 
called  Jerry  Lewis  of  Vicksburg  Yazoo,  Yazoo 
as  minister  of  youth.  He  is  a  Association,  HpE|g 
graduate  student  at  William  has  called  ” 

Carey  College.  James  F-fejw 

(Jim)  Yates 

ERudy  James  has  resigned  as  as  pastor  ■KT  V 
astor  of  Chapel  Hill  Church,  effective  in  Iffr 
ftica.  He  is  available  for  sup-  December fcwSt?*- 


Forest,  N.C.  His 
of  service  was  Carey  Chapel 
Church,  Red  Banks. 

New  Hope  Church, 
Starkville,  has  called  Eddie 
Painter  as  pastor  effective  Dec. 
6.  He  had  previously  served  as 
pastor  of  Harmony  Church, 
Quitman. 


y  a,  1  *  '  n  Bouchillon 
Steelmon  is 

pastor  of  Calvary  Church. 


Revival  date 

Old  Pearl  Valley  Church, 
Philadelphia:  Jan.  30-Feb.  2; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Clay 
Chancelor,  evangelist;  Mark 
McDonald,  pastor. 


1999.  A 

native  of 

Kentucky, 

Yates 
received  his  education  at 
Union  University,  Jackson,  .  First  Churc 
Tenn.,  and  Southern  called  Ken  F 

Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  effective  Jan. 
Yates  has  served  as  interim  1.  A  native  of 
pastor  for  the  past  24  months  Clarksdale, 
at  Concord  Church.  Hester 

received  his 

Thomastown  Church,  education  at 

Thomastown,  has  called  Jack  Mississippi 
Gregory  of  Madison  as  pastor  State 
effective  Jan.  2.  A  native  ofSouth  University, 
Carolina,  Gregory  received  his  Southwestern 

___ _  Seminary,  Ft. 

Worth,  Texas, 


Yates 


New  Book  on  Senior  Adults 


Dei/nes  characteristics  and  needs  of 
mature  adults,  and  traces  development 
*■  L  of  ministries  to  meet  these  needs. 

Order  from: 

W.  Levon  Moore 

vmgmo* '  200  0°lf  Course  Road 

Kosciusko,  MS  39090 
/  $12.75  per  copy 
(including  tax  and  mailing) 
Preserving  the  Past. ..Preparing  for  the  Future" 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 


or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 

PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

1-800-880-2305 


Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  Ambulance. 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

□  Long-term  Nursing  Care 

Also  available  Home  Health  Care! 

□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection 


log  on  to... 

cmfsbc.com 

Join  hands  with  other 
Mississippi  ministers 
committed  to  integrity 


XJFt'tnattr 


□  Medicare  Supplement 
under  age  65 
and  on  disability 


(  t  enant  Ministerial  Fellowilup 
POBok  BiawlouMS  »«T  ' 


CMF  ineiitei  Bobby  Doupla* 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 


of  Fuel  BHpttat  <lanch  Coftuiiln*. 
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MC  offering 
continuing 
ed  courses 


Courses  offered  by  the  office 
of  continuing  education  at 
Mississippi  College  include 
Conversational  Spanish,  Feb.  1- 
29,  Tuesday,  6-8:30  p.m.;  basics 
of  photography,  Feb.  7-28, 
Monday,  6-7:30  p.m.;  fitness 
training,  Feb.  7-28,  Monday, 
6:30-8  p.m.;  and  a  four  week 
series  designed  to  help  individu¬ 
als  plan  for  personal  investment, 
different  topics  each  week,  Feb. 
8-29,  Tuesday,  6:30-8:30  p.m. 
For  additional  information,  call 
(601)925-3301. 


Blue  Mountain  College 

Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU) 
will  be  sponsoring  a  concert  by 
Christian  artists.  Sierra,  on  Jan. 
25.  The  concert  will  be  held  in 
the  Modena  Lowrey  Berry 
Auditorium  on  campus.  For 
ticket  information,  contact  the 
BSU  at  (662)  685-4771,  exten¬ 
sion  137. 

An  exhibit  of  nature  pho¬ 
tography  by  David  F.  Gruchy, 
former  chairman  of  the  Biology 


ery 

the  Hattiesburg  campus.  He 
will  be  honorea  with  a  recep¬ 
tion  Jan.  29  from  9-10:30  a.m. 
This  exhibit  will  be  on  display 
through  Feb.  11,  and  can  be 
viewed  during  the  regular 
gallery  hours,  1-4  p.m.,  Mon.- 
Fri.,  or  by  appointment,  call 
(601)  582-6193. 

Miroslav  Loncar,  assistant 
professor  of  music  and  artist  in 
residence  at  William  Carey 


WCC  homecoming  set 


William  Carey  College  (WCC) 
will  celebrate  Homecoming 
Friday,  Jan.  28  and  Saturday,  Jan. 
29,  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  A 
Symphonic  Winds  Concert  will  be 
Held  at  7  pm.  cm  Thursday  in  the 
Dumas  L.  Smith  Auditorium. 
General  registration  will  be  held 
Friday  from  2  p.m.  until  6:30  pm. 
in  the  Bentiey-Pope  House. 

Registrabon  on  Saturday  will 
be  8  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  A  series  of 
presentations  will  begin  at  3:30 
p.m.  in  the  Bentley-Pope  House. 
Topics  include  "Your 
Investments:  Strategies  for 
Financial  Planning  in  the  New 
Millennium;"  "Music  Therapy 
Round  Table,"  and  "Holy  Land 
Digs."  At  4:20  p.m.  a  second 
senes  of  lectures  will  be  present¬ 
ed  including  "The  New 
Graduate  Program  in 
Counseling  Psychology;"  "The 
Joys  of  Travel;  and  "The  Vision 
for  William  Carey  College 
Round  Table."  The  Great  Chili 
Cook-Off  will  begin  at  5:30  p.m. 
in  Crawford  Hall.  The  annual 
Coffee  House  entertainment  will 
begin  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Dumas 
Smith  Auditorium.  On  Saturday, 
a  5K  Walk/Run  will  begin  at  9 


a.m.  with  registration  at  8:30  am. 
A  Coffee  Hour  will  be  held  in  the 
Lucille  Parker  Gallery  at  9  a.m. 
Memory  Walks  and  Talks  will 
begin  at  9:45  a.m.  followed  by 
the  Winters  School  of  Music 
Showcase  of  Talent  at  11  a.m.  in 
the  Dumas  Smith  Auditorium. 
The  Awards  Luncheon  will  be 
held  at  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Wilkes 
Dining  Hall  followed  by  the 
Lady  Crusaders  versus 
Louisiana  College  basketball 

fame  at  2:30  p.m.  A  Theatre  and 
orensics  Open  House  in  the  O. 
L.  Quave  Theatre  will  be  held  at 
2:30  p.m.  The  Crusaders  will 
play  the  Wildcats  at  4:30  p.m. 
The  crowning  of  the  2000 
Homecoming  Queen  will  be 
held  at  half  time.  Class  reunions 
will  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  followed 
by  a  barbecue  supper. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  Alumni  Office  at  (601)  582- 
6107,  or  (800)  962-599 1,  ext.  107. 


LITTLE  GIANT  MFG.  CO 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood,  TN  37027 


Call  Todaj^^  (800)  370-6180 


Available  in  20'  to  3T  models 
(12  to  47  passengers.  New  A  Used ) 


•  LifeWay  Discount 

•  15  passenger  vans 

•  We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


Since  1953 


College,  will  perform  a  Guitar 
Concert  on  Jari.  24  in  the  Lucile 
Parker  Gallery.  The  concert  will 
feature  works  by  Croatian  com¬ 
poser  Mileic  and  original  com¬ 
positions  by  Loncar.  The  con¬ 
cert  will  also  feature  Latin 
American  composers  Ponce, 
Piazzolla,  and  Barrios.  A  native 
of  Croatia,  Loncar  now  resides 
in  Hattiesburg.  He  has  per¬ 
formed  throughout  Europe  and 
the  United  States.  His  standard 
program  includes  work  from 
Bach  to  contemporary  Latin 
American  composers.  Loncar 
received  both  bachelor  and 
master  degrees  from  the 
Academy  of  Music  in  Graz, 
Austria,  where  he  studied  clas¬ 
sical  guitar.  He  received  the 
doctor  of  musical  arts  degree 
from  the  University  of 


Southern  Mississippi.  For  more 
information  contact  the  music 
department  at  582-6175. 

Higher  Education 

Appreciation  Day/Working 
for  Academic  Excellence 
(HEADWAE)  recently  honored 
Allison  Amanda  Trammell  and 
Howard  Keever  of  William 
Carey  College  (WCC)  during 
the  Thirteenth  Annual  HEAD¬ 
WAE  program.  Ttammell,  a 
senior  communication  major 
from  Florence,  and  Keever,  a 
professor  of  music,  received 
special  recognition  from  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  as  the 
student  and  faculty  member  at 
WCC.  The  HEADWAE  obser¬ 
vance  was  established  in  1988 
by  legislative  resolution  to 
honor  individual  academic 


achievement  and  the  overall 
contribution  by  the  state's  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  Seventy-six 
outstanding  students  ana  fac¬ 
ulty  members  from  38 
Mississippi  public  and  private 
universities  -and'  colleges 
received  special  recognition 
from  the  Mississippi  legisla¬ 
ture. 

Registration  for  new  and 
readmitted  students  entering 
William  Carey  College  will  be 
held  Feb.18  on  the  Hattiesburg 
campus.  These  students  wifi 
begin  the  registration  process 
in  the  Admissions  Office  locat¬ 
ed  in  Tatum  Court.  For  more 
information  about  registration, 
contact  the  Admission  Office  at 
(601)  582-6103. 
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Greater  Gulf  Coast  Bible  Conference 
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Peter  Lord 
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lack  Taylor 
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Linda  Machi 
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PRBC  Praise  Team 

www.passmadbaptisteltuith.org 
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SCHEDULE 

laaaiy  10  -  February  3, 2000 

SumbrTTnot^i  Thumbp  Al  Eienaf  Sesaon  Bepn  7:00  P.M. 
Sumhy  *15, 1030 AM. 

Mor(bvThreu^)VviainodsyMonanjServns,9Aki.,IOAAt,llflOAA1. 

A  nunery  n  provided  for  aS  services.  Lunch  and  evening  mesh  will  be 
served  each  day  lot  our  guests.  Continental  Breakfast  each  morning. 


There  is  no  registration  for  this  Conference,  but  a  Love 
Offering  will  be  taken  each  service. 

Pass  Road  Baptist  Church 

From  M0  take  Highway  49  South  to  25th  Street  (Pas* 
Road).  Turn  left.  Go  through  5  traffic  lights. 
Approximately  2.5  miles.  Look  for  church  on  left  next 
to  Jitney  lungte. 
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Southwestern  Seminary 
Women's  Leadership  Consultation 

FebrMni  10-T2  '*v  ^ 
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ADVICE  OFFERED 


Church,  Long  Beach,  where  I 
am  a  member. 

Editor:  We  do  not  want  to  be  any- 

I  would  like  to  offer  some  dung  but  Southern  Baptist.  We 
advice  to  churches  who  are  in  have  always  been  proud  to  be 
the  process  of  starting  mission  Southern  Baptist  and  will  con- 
churches.  Do  not  accept  mone-  tinue  to  be  Southern  Baptist  no 
tary  assistance  from  the  state  matter  what  may  happen  —  but 
convention  or  your  local  Baptist  as  Southern  Baptists  don't  we 
association  without  considering  enjoy  the  autonomy  to  control 
the  potential  impact  on  the  mis-  our  own  finances?  Have 
sion  church's  autonomy.  Southern  Baptists  established  a 

There  is  a  growing  trend  to  hierarchy  we  must  obe1 
place  a  clause  m  die  deed  to  the  other  denominations?  W 
property  of  newly  established  don't  intend  to  change  denomi- 
churches  that  if  the  respective  nations,  doesn't  our  local  1 
church  ever  ceases  to  be  a  "par-  of  believers  have  the  right  to  do 
tidpating"  member  pf  the  applic-  so,  if  we  feel  God  leading  us? 
able  Baptist  association  or  die 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
the  property  ownership,  will 
revert  to  the  agency  providing  Larry  McVey 
the  monetary  assistance.  Long  Beach 

We  certainly  want  to  dis¬ 
courage  Southern  Baptist 

churches  from  changing  to  any  SORRY  FOR  RESPONSE  SHOCKING  SURVEY  Mississippi,  we  were  provided 

other  denomination.  However,  transportation  for  the  cost  of 

this  clause  can  prevent  the  Editor:  Editor:  insurance.  If  your  church  can  be 

respective  church  from  borrow-  I  am  a  United  Methodist  On  Christmas  Eve,  I  was  involved  in  a  missionary  apart- 
ing  money  without  permission  pastor  in  Walls.  Please  accept  preparing  a  devotion  to  share  ment  ministry  or  if  you  can 
from  the  agency  which  put  the  my  apology  for  the  response  wim  my  family  before  we  donate  a  vehicle  or  money  to  pur- 
clause  in  the  deed.  This  has  you  nave  received  from  our  opened  the  gifts  that  we  had  pur-  chase  and  maintain  a  vehicle, 
happened  at  North  Long  Beach  bishop  in  the  Northern  Illinois  cnased  for  each  other.  I  was  sit-  please  know  that  your  ministry  is 

ting  at  my  computer  and  decided  greatly  needed  and  appreciated. 

V  «|  to  go  and  purchase  some  materi-  ( .'hurley  &  ( Xkic  Rempel 

CC  t  al  from  Focus  on  the  Famih  IMB  Missionaries,  Venezuela 

bookstore.  On  their  site  that  day 

11  thev  had  a  surve\  Editor's  not,"  The  Macedonian 

The  Question:  When  do  vou  Call  Foundation  of  Mississippi  can 
believe  tesus  will  return?  (The  he  contacted  at  P.O.  Pox  156. 
\  :  f -5^  W  ;  ^  responses  were)  in  the  next  !\ '..Iceland  'F  MJ  >N  ill  »(. 

■  loot)  vears:  12"..;  next  UK)  war-  telephone  <  on  1 1  11 V 


23%;  next  10 'years:  30%;  next 


Conference,  Bishop  Sprague,  23%;  next  10 'years:  30%;  next 
(who)  has  been  publicly  critical  year  4%;  never;  30% 
of  your  denomination's  plans  Shocking,  to  say  the  least, 
to  share  the  Good  News  with  that  so  many  that  call  them- 
the  people  of  Chicago  this  selves  Christians  would  doubt 
summer.  the  return  of  our  Savior.  We  all 

The  Book  of  Discipline  of  the  need  to  pray  that  their  disbelief 
United  Methodist  Church  will  be  one  of  belief  and  faith. 
(UMC)  defines  the  mission  of  Sam  Higginbotham 
the  Church  by  citing  Matthew  Jackson 
28:19-20.  How  can  we  claim  to 
be  faithful  to  the  Great 

as  in  Commission  without  sharing  THANKS  FOR  CARS 
lewe  this  Good  News  with  those 

who  have  yet  to  hear?  We  must  Editor: 
body  never  forget  that  we  are  each  This  past  summer  it  became 
'  »  descendants  of  people  who  necessary  for  my  wife  and  me  to 
w  ’  once  worshipped  other  gods.  take  a  snort  leave  of  absence  in 
If  you  start  a  mission^  don't  May  God  bless  that  much  he  the  U.S.  at  our  own  expense, 
strangle  that  new  church  with  has  so  gradously  called  you  to  do.  Thanks  to  the  wonderful  people 
such  a  restriction.  David  L.  Newton,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Long  Beach,  we 

Minor  Memorial  UMC  were  able  to  stay  in  a  missionary 

Walls  apartment  rent-free  until  we 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


3000  Mississippi  Baptisi 
Ev-mi  ism  (X  vi  iu>cf 

JI-22  •  1  i  j  jccrexl  (  fiurcli,  Mali 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


.inunri) 


For  mere  information,  contact  Evangelism  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (601 )  202-3278 


No  mure  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


MS  Positions  Available 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Seeking  children's  program.  Contact  Paul  Smith 
part-time  minister  of  music.  Please  send  pastor,  for  information  (662 T  628-6633. 
resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  NEW  SIGHT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  ■ 
347,  Coldwater,  MS  38618.  Attention:  Searching  for  full-time  associate  pasto 
Search  Committee.  with  emphasis  in  youth,  activities,  an< 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  -  Searching  for  pastoral  care  ministries.  Mail  resume  t< 
full-time  minister  of  youth  and  education  Johnny  Sykes.  2404  New  Sigh;  Dr. 
with  some  responsibility  coordinating  Brookhaven,  MS  39601 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  th  word  count  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 

Van  Winkle  steeds 
Church  ££££ 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501 .  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Focus  on  Jesus'  power 

Matthew  12:22-32,  38-40 


Jesus  Christ.  Every  time  Jesus  said  that  since  he  cast  sin  of  refusing  the  Spirit's 
that  I  witness  this  mira-  out  demons  by  the  power  of  prompting  to  acknowledge 
cle  of  transformation  it  the  Spirit  of  God,  it  signaled  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and 
gives  me  a  new  determi-  the  arrival  of  God's  kingdom  Lord.  When  we  reject  the  only 
nation  to  live  and  to  wit-  among  diem.  In  a  one-verse  way  of  salvation  that  God  has 
ness  with  boldness  and  parable,  Jesus  said  that  a  per-  provided,  there  is  no  forgive- 
confidence.  son  could  not  go  into  a  strong  ness  for  that  sin. 

Superior  power  (w.  man's  house  and  take  what  Resurrection  power  (v.  38- 
25-30).  The  Pharisees  belonged  to  him  without  first  40).  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
made  the  charge  that  tying  up  the  strong  man.  In  the  Jesus  had  just  performed  a 
Jesus  had  cast  out  the  same  way,  Jesus  could  not  take  great  miracle^  some  of  the  reli- 
demon  through  the  the  demon-possessed  man  out  gious  leaders  asked  for  a  sign 
of  Satan  (Beelzebub),  of  the  control  of  Satan  without  mat  Jesus  was  the  Messian. 
esponded  by  stating  that  first  subduing  Satan.  Jesus  con-  Jesus  responded  by  saying  that 
kingdom,  city,  or  nouse  eluded  his  response  by  saying  the  ultimate  sign  tnat  he  would 
as  one  faction  fighting  that  there  is  no  neutral  ground  give  would  be  nis  resurrection, 
r  within  it  will  destroy  in  the  conflict  between  God  Jonah's  temporary  living  death 
n  the  same  way,  if  Satan  and  Satan.  in  the  belly  of  the  great  fish 

jsing  Jesus  to  cast  out  Satan  is  a  powerful  force  in  which  ended  in  his  being  deliv- 
is,  Satan  would  be  fight-  our  world  today.  We  can  be  ered  to  life,  was  an  illustration 
gainst  himself,  which  confident  that  we  serve  one  of  what  would  happen  to  Jesus 
to  sense.  who  is  stronger  than  Satan.  in  his  death  and  resurrection, 

ddition  to  that,  the  fol-  '  Restrained  power  (w.  31-  This  was  Jesus'  supreme  dis- 
of  the  Pharisees  ("your  32).  Jesus  warned  that  oppos-  play  of  his  power. 

:n")  had  the  power,  or  ing  the  Spirit's  leadership  is  a  We  serve  a  God  who  comes 
d  to  have  the  power,  to  very  serious  matter.  There  is  no  .  off  crosses  and  out  of  tombs, 
t  demons.  They  believed  forgiveness  when  one  persists  His  power  is  unlimited.  We  can 
ower  came  from  God.  in  this  course.  While  views  dif-  rely  upon  his  power  for  suc- 
Uowers  of  the  Pharisees  fer  on  what  this  means,  I  cessful  Christian  living. 

condemn  their  own  believe  that  the  sin  for  which  Jones  is.  pastor  of  First  Church, 
s  on  this  point.  there  is  no  forgiveness  is  the  Booneville. 


Life  and  Work 

Gifts  to  use 

Rom.  12:6-8;  1  Cor.  12:1,  4-11 


S  about  it  but  no  one  knew  Understand  the  source  and 
why  it  was  shrinking,  .purpose  of  the  gifts  (1  Cor: 
Finally,  the  treasure  was  12:1,  4-7).  The  first  thing  we 
forgotten  and  softly  and  need  to  understand  about  spir- 
quietly  it  slipped  out  of  itual  gifts  is  the  fact  that  they 
sight.  come  from  one  source:  God.  It 

The  story  is  about  is  God  who  gives  the  gifts  and 
someone  who  has  a  gift  empowers  the  gifts.  They  oper- 
but  doesn't  really  under-  ate  under  his  authority.  There 
stand  the  gift,  never  uses  are  many  gifts  that  God  gives 
the  gift,  and  eventually  but  they  all  come  from  him. 
forgets  about  the  gift.  It  The  second  thing  to  under¬ 
serves  as  a  great  introduction  to  stand  is  that  these  gifts  are 
the  topic  of  spiritual  gifts.  given  for  "the  common  good." 

Many  Christians  have  a  gift  What  is  the  common  good?  It  is 
and  do  not  know  it.  Some  who  the  building  up  of  the  church, 
know  it  don't  use  it.  The  reason  They  are  not  for  personal  glory 
the  treasure  disappeared  in  the  or  gain,  but  for  building  up  the 
story  was  because  it  was  meant  church. 

to  be  used  and  it  wasn't.  The  Recognize  and  appreciate 
spiritual  gifts  God  gives  us  as  the  diversity  of  the  gifts  (1  Cor. 
Christians  are  meant  to  be  12:8-11).  God  gives  all 
used.  We  have  these  gifts  to  use  Christians  gifts  to  use  for  the 
for  a  purpose.  Let's  take  a  look  building  up  of  the  church.  The 
at  what  we  need  to  know  about  text  says,  *Now  to  each  one  is 
our  spiritual  gifts  so  we  can  use  given/  This  means  we  each 
them.  nave  our  own  gift  to  offer. 


By  Michael  Jones 


Explore  the  Bible 

Perfecting  love 

1  John  4:7-21 

By  Carl  M.  White  that  goes  und 


in  our  place^  and  to  The  reason  for  love  is  simple: 

because  he  loved  us  first.  We  do 
not  love  others  to  earn  God's 
love.  We  love  others  because  of 
God's  love. 

The  thing  which  separates 
Godly  love  from  its  many  imi¬ 
tations  is  the  motivation  behind 
it.  All  other  forms  of  love  seek 
something  in  return.  Thus,  they 
are  motivated  by  self-interest. 
"I'll  love  you  if,  or  when." 

God's  love  is  motivated  by 
gratitude.  It  is  a  response  to 
what  God  has  done  for  us.  In 
Matthew's  Gospel  Jesus  tells  the 
instantaneous  transformation  parable  of  the  unforgiving  ser- 
---  --  3  process.  When  we  vant.  The  tension  of  that  parable 

is  that  a  man  who  has  been  for¬ 
given  so  much  could  not  forgive 
others.  It  is  unthinkable. 

Our  failure  to  love  one 
another  is  equally  unthink¬ 
able  in  light  of  tne  Savior's 
love  for  us. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died 
for  us."  (Romans  5:8) 

Perfecting  of  love  (w.  12- 
18).  In  verse  12,  John  says  "if 
we  love  one  another,  God 
abides  in  us,  and  his  love  is  p^r- 

~  v,  -  fected  in  us."  The  word  trans- 

demonstration  of  the  meaning  lated  perfected  could  be  translat¬ 
or  love.  When  Christ  died  on  ed  matured.  It  speaks  not  of  an 

‘  ' 

but  of  a 

attempt  to ‘love  others  as  God 
would  love  them,  it  matures 
. .  —  the  love  of  God  in  us.  In  other 

was  the  ultimate  triumph  of  words,  ifyou  want  to  know  the 

love  of  God,  love  people  in  a 
godly  way.  When  you  fail  at 
giving  love,  you  also  miss  the 
experience  of  love. 

Reasons  to  love  (w.  19-21). 


at  we  might  live 
rough  him."  (NASB) 
When  God  became 
one  of  us  on  that  first 
Christmas  morning,  it  was  the 
beginning  of  a  masterful 


White 


me  oia  rugged  Gross,  it  was 
the  tragk  consequence  of  that 
love.  Then,  when  the  stone 
was  rolled  away  from  the  tomb 
and  Christ  appeared  alive,  it 

was  f*  . 

God's  love. 

John  uses  die  word  "propiti¬ 
ation"  in  verse  10.  This  is  a 
powerful  word  that  means  die 
love  of  God  compelled  Christ 


Dr.  A  Mr*  Ed  Hill 
Cindy  H  Shackleford! Merrill 
Lynch) 

W.  C.  Hill 
Ms.  Martha  H.  Nash 
Mr.  W.  L.  HUlhouse,  Jr. 

Cindy  H  Shackleford)  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Bess  Hills 

Alathean  SSC.  FBC-Collins 
Mrs.  Martha  W.  Hogue 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L.  Holcombe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hany  Poag 
Mrs.  Dave  Holley 
*  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mrs.  Allene  Holloway 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Larry  Hohoway 
Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Boyd 
Mrs.  Allene  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  L.  Holloway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  Horton 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  J.  Howard 
Mr.  Mike  Davis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bubba  Hubbard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Little 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  Huddleston, 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

S.  V.  Hudson 
Ms.  Iris  H.  LeCren 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Hughes,  HI 
Cindy  H  Shackleford(Merrill 
Lynch) 

Rev.  W.  M.  Hull,  Jr. 

Mr.  Saxon  W.  Kirk 
Mrs.  Jo  Ann  Hunt 

Cindy  H  Shackleford! Merrill 
Lynch) 

The  Robert  Hurdle  Family 

Mrs.  Melba  W.  Shadrach 
Mrs.  Carol  K.  Jackson 
Allan.  Ladell  A  Will  Kraft 
Mrs.  Jo  Beth  Janoush 
Mrs.  Mary  Reese 
Dr.  Ann  Jarratt 
Dorcas  SSC,  FBC-Starkville 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  E.  Jarv  is 
Mr.  Howard  E.  Poison 
Mr.  Steven  Jeffreys 
Maison  Weiss  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Smith  Jenkins 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Freida  Jenkins 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Johnson 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  O.  T.  Johnson 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Bess  Johnson 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Dr.  At  Mrs.  Word  Johnston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Little 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  C.  Lowell  Jones,  Jr 
Cindy  H  Shackleford! Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Helen  Junkin 

Cindy  H  Shackleford! Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Frances  W.  Keathley 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Mem  1 1 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Margret  Keeton 

Truth  Seekers  SSC.  FBC- 
Grenada 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  Kellebrew 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Earl  Kelly 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Kermit  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  P.  McCann 
Mrs.  Katie  King 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  Whittington 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  C.  Kraft 
Allan.  Ladell  A  Will  Kraft 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  Landry.  Jr. 

Cindy  H  Shackleford! Memll 
Lynch) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Landry 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Lane 

Cindy  H  Shackleford! Memll 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Jane  Spivey  Lawler 

Cindy  H  Shackleford! Memll 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Lawrence 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
DECEMBER  Mrs.  Juanita  W.  Ginn 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 

1-31,1999  Lynch) 

Dianne  Gordon 

HONORS  Joy  SSC.  Shaw  BC-Shaw 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harrison  Ellzey  Mr.  Bennie  T.  Gosselt 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass  Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Emory  Lynch) 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor  &  Mrs.  Lavon  Gray 

Mrs.  Audrey  Emory  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Janies  E.  Clark 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor  Phil  A  Jackye  Murray 

Mrs.  Roberta  K.  Enochs  Dr.  Louise  Griflilh 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill  Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  F.  Wadworth 

Lynch)  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  W.  G  roe  be 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  W.  Evans,  Jr.  *  Cindy  H  Shackleford! Memll 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill  Lynch) 

Lynch)  Mrs-  D““*  HaJI 

Mrs.  Betty  Evans  Dorcas  SSC,  FBC-Starkville 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag  Ro"»M  &  Jennifer  Hall 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Everett  Phil  &  t*ckye  Murray 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Francis  E.  Hamilton 
Lynch)  Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Fairbum  Lynch) 

Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton  Mrs.  Mary  Rosetta  Hammock 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton  Dt-  *  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Moore 

Mr.  Dan  Fairly  Mr-  *  Mrs.  Harold  S.  Hansen 

Cindy  H  ShacklefotdfMerrill  Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 

Lynch)  '  Lynch) 

Dr.  Diane  Ferguson  Mrs.  Charlene  Hardin 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill  Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 

Lynch)  Lynch) 

Britton  &  Anna  Ferrell  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Asa  Hardison 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton  Mr  A  Mrs  Michael  Little 

Mrs.  Vangie  A  Mr.  Alton  Fields  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  R.  Harris 
Ms.  Jcttie  C.  Sanders  Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Harvey  Flowers  Lynch) 

Mrs.  Joyce  C.  Aycock  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gray  W.  Harrison.  J 

Mrs.  Willie  Fondren  Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 

Ms.  Glenda  P.  Ahemalhy  Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Fontenot  Ms.  Louise  Hart 
Cindy  H  Shackleford(Merrill  »  *  Mrv  Charles  P  Bass 

Lynch)  J"**  B  Har,le> 

Ms.  Jackie  Fortenberry  Mr.  A  Mrs.  W  C.  Arendale 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill  Mr.  Charles  Hastings 

Lynch)  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charlie  Fraley  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Heaton 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag  -  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Peebles 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Gaines  Jr. 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill  Ms.  Lynn  krone  Herlihy 
Lynch)  Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 

Sissy  A  Tony  Gardner  Lynch) 

Ms.  Betty  K.  Ellis  David  Herrington 

Ms.  Nancy  L.  Gavan  Ms.  Evie  Dee  Tucker 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill  Mr-  *  Mrs.  Wayne  Herrington 

bync!&.  „  ,■  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rice  H.  Maddox 

Rev.  Charles  A  Mary  Catherin  ^  &  Mri  „  E.  Hewitt 

W  1  c  ,  Mrs.  Russell  Butler 

mEvI^gS  JuaniU  High, 

M^7„ J  T  Jean  Woodruff 

PhtlhpA  Judy  Duncan  Mrs.  Ruth  Hilderbrand 

Jill  Gibson  Mr  &  Mn  Jamej  H  Gjbbs 


Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Memll 
Lynch) 

Avis  E.  Mullins 
Ms.  Julia  Muffins 
Mr.  Raymond  Marred 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
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Mr.  Terry  Murrell 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Memll 
Lynch)  m 

Kristi  Nance 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mrs.  Anne  M.  Neely 

Cindy  H  Shackleford! Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Nichols 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Jeff  A  Amy  Nickels 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Oswalt 
Joe  Nutt 

Ms.  Betty  N.  Griffith 
David  A  Paulette  O’Dell 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Wanda  S.  O’Dell 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Jesse  A  Ruth  Ann  Oswalt 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Oswalt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marcus  Oswalt 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Oswalt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marcus  E.  Oswalt 
Miss  Margaret  Z.  Douglas 
Mrs.  Ruth  H.  Douglas 
Mr.  Chip  Oswalt 
Miss  Margaret  Douglas 
Mrs.  Ruth  H.  Douglas 
Lamar  A  Lottye  Owen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Owen  Sr. 
Mr.  Chad  Outer 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Memll 
Lynch)  - 
Dr.  Terry  S.  Ozier 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  Charles  Ozier 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Delores  Parker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lonnie  L.  Smith 

Wallace  A  Thomas  Parnell 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  A.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Philip  E.  Partin 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  Pepper 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Ann  B.  Pepper 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Marion  Perkins 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Bill  Peters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Eric  A  Jonna  Peters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Arland  Phillips 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 


Mt.AMn.lkeC.  Presley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Poindexter 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  H.  Polk 

Ms.  Brooke  P.  Woods 
Mrs.  Billie  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mike  Davis 
Mrs.  Will  Polk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Stanley 
Howard.  Sally,  Clay  A  Marshal 
Poison  > 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  E.  Jarvis 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Phil  A  Jackye  Murray 
Clint  A  Connie  Presley 
Mr.  A  Mrs. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Pyron,  Sr. 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Martha  B.  Rader 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Reeves 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Reeves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  D.  Reeves 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charie  Renfrew  A 
Family 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Merlin  Richardson 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

A  r Irene  Robinson 
Joy  SSC.  Shaw  BC-Shaw 
Mrs.  Mertie  Robinson 
Mrs.  Mamie  K.  Roberts 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Philip  Rogers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Rogers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
Laura  Rutledge 
Barbara  Gann  *v 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  Salon  us 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Jane  Sample 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Dot  Sandroni 

Joy  SSC,  Shaw  BC-Shaw 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Carey  Sansing 
Virgini  Cox  AFamily 
( David  Jody.Sharon ) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  Scott 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lyncb) 

Mr.  Biff  Scott 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Dorris  Scott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  W.  Owen  Sr. 
Mrs.  Sylvia  Scott 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Memll 
Lynch) 

Patricia  Seale 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lonnie  L.  Smith 


Maxwell  Cotton  Co.,  Inc. 

Ted  A  Janette  LeCren 

Ms.  Iris  H.  LeCren 
Dr.  Mercer  Lee,  HI 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Lillian  Dean  Left  with 

Mrs.  Mamie  K.  Roberts 
Mr.  Roy  H.  Liddell 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Lipscomb 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Pat  Little 

Dorcas  SSC,  FBC-Starkville 

Mrs.  Kathleene  Lollis 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Po  Lutken 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Martha  N.  Mabry 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Arbie  Magee 

Friendship  SSC,  FBC-Rolling 
Fork 

Matt  A  Olga  Mangold 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Vince  A  Michelle  Mangold  and 
Anna  Katdynn  A  Russ 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  Ken  L.  Mansfield,  Jr. 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  Allen  Mapp  A 
Family 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
Grady  A  Molenda  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Touchstone 
Jim  A  Donna  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Touchstone 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rice  H.  Maddox 
Tony  A  Teresa  Martin 
Phil  A  Jackey  Murray 
Mrs.  Vista  M.  Martin 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Betty  A  Rick  Mason 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Hetler 
Jack  A  Jessica  Matson 
Miss  Margaret  Douglas 
Mrs.  Ruth  H.  Douglas 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Oswalt 
Mr.  Dave  Matson 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Oswalt 
Mr.  Sam  Matson 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Oswalt 
Mary  Francis  Mattar 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eddie  Touchstone 
Bob  A  Joyce  McCord 
Ms.  Linda  Hale 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  McCullough 
Mr.  Leonard  McCullough 
Dr.  Hartwell  McPhail 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  F.  Wadsworth 
Virginia  McFatter 
Loyalty  SSC,  FBC-Hattiesburg 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earl  McGuffcc 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Ratchford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  McK^my 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  McMillin 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  S.  R.  Evans  Jr. 

Mrs.  Inez  McNeill 
Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Mrs.  Janice  Meisner 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Bass 
Greg  A  Connie  Merrill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  W.  Edmonds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  Methvin 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Memll 
Lynch) 

Dr.  Billy  Mink 

Randy.  Amy.  Jocelyn  A  Jorda 
Russell 

Mrs.  Kenny  Misso  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag  / 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Q.  Mitchell 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  M.  Mitchell 
Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Memll 
Lynch) 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  John  P.  Mladineo 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  Moore 
Ms.  Edythe  M.  McArthur 
Mr.  Albert  D.  Moore 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Ethel  H.  Moore 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  D.  Moore 


Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 

Lynch) 

Mr.  Wmiam  C.  Shackleford 

Cindy  H  Shackleford!  Merrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Mary  Taylor  Sigman 

Kirk  G.  Taylor 

Mrs.  Betty  Jean  Thomas  Slade 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Katie  Nell  Smith 
Adult  Ladies  SSC.  Mt.  Moriah 
BC-Brookhaven 
Hamp  A  Serra  Smtih 
Mr.  A  Mrs. 

Rudy,  Linda  A  Drew  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nolon  Lavalie 
Massey 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Stanley  Q.  Smith 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mrs.  Janie  Smith 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  M.  Sansing 


Cindy  H  ShacklefotdfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Mr.  John  L.  Son  tag 

Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Lona  Southerland  — 

Ms.  Ann  Southerland 
Mrs.  Alma  Spell 
Daughters  of  Ruth 
SS.Woodland  Hills 
Allene  Springer 
Barbara  Gann 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  St.  Amant 
Mrs.  Carole  L.  Mattox 
Ruth  A  J.  D.  Stanford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  A.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Stewart  A 
Family 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  Poag 
.Ms.  Jo  Stockton 
Ms.  Lillie  N.  Muffins 
Mrs.  Roberta  Stroud 
Steadfast  SSC.  FBC-West  Point 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Edwin  Sudduth 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E.  Clark 
Phil  A  Jackey  Murray 
Louis  R.  Swartz,  Jr. 

Mr.  Louis  Raymond  Swartz.  Ill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rusty  Sykes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Pcny  E.  Atherton 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ken  Szilasi 
Maison  Weiss  Family 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  Tassi 
Cindy  H  ShacklefordfMerrill 
Lynch) 

Kirk  Taylor 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Zach  Taylor  Jr. 

Mr.  Rick  Taylor 
Mrs.  Pat  Noble 
Mrs.  Cedle  Teague 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  K.  Sullivan 


During  this  past  December,  FBC  McComb's  PRIORITY  Student  Choir  pre¬ 
sented  a  dinner  theatre  entitled,  "Twas  the  Last  Mailing  Day  Before 
Christmas."  All  proceeds  went  to  the  Baptist  Children's  Village.  The  adult 
choir  held  a  Christmas  program  and  each  night  took  a  special  offering.  All 
donations  from  this  offering  went  to  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  as  well. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Ronny  Robinson,  executive  director,  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village;  Tony  Martin,  minister  of  education  and  administration, 
FBC,  McComb;  L.  Lavon  Gray,  minister  of  music  and  media,  FBC,  McComb. 


World's  Baptists  say  'Yes'  to  21st-century 


>)  —  World  Samson  Ola  Olaniyan  of  Nigeria  succeeded  next  10  years  to  confront  challenges  rang- 
continents  Angel  Baez  of  Paraguay  as  Men's  ing  from  refugees  to  racism  to  evangelism 

ems  facing  Department  president.  to  Christian  unity.  "The  new  century 

and  never-  BWA  General  Secretary  Denton  Lotz  brings  with  it  many  problems,  sorrows, 
urged  Baptists  to  take  direct  action  over  the  and  challenges,"  Lotz  said. 

t  of  flip _ Lotz  underscored  support  for  a  con- 

'es!" _  eress  resolution  calling  for  world 

ingress  Baptist  bodies  to  make  the  first  decade 

oume,  5  of  the  21st  century  a  "Decade  for  Racial 

over-  I  lfl  H  I  Jushce"  to  actively  oppose  "all  forms  of 

ites  to  '  ‘  ■  II  4  _ 1  racism  and  ethnic  conflict." 

Congress  participants  also  assented  to 
solutions  for  action  on  human  rights 


out  in  evangelism,  heal  racism  and  eth¬ 
nic  conflict,  engage  the  power  of  prayer, 
minister  to  the  hungry  and  poor,  pro¬ 
mote  social  justice,  and  encourage 
downcast,  strife-tom  people. 

"The  gospel  of  Jesus  is  an  invita¬ 
tion"  bom  to  salvation  and  to  a  moral 
vision  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  suf¬ 
fering  people,  H.  Beecher  Hicks  Jr.  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  told  some  7,000 
participants  in  the  opening  night's 
keynote  address. 

"We  are  not  here  for  a  theological  tea 
party....  Say  'yes'  to  the  invitation,"  he 
chaiged,  concluding  with  a  litany  of 
"yeses"  in  more  than  a  dozen  languages. 

More  than  6,100  registered  dele¬ 
gates  proceeded  to  say  yes  to  Baptist 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

( I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


in  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina.  Congress  in  England  in  2005,  said  Lotz, 

Delegates  South  BWA  general  secretary  since  1988. 

Korean  Billy  Kim  to  a  five-vear  term  as  Christians 

19th  president  of  the  BWA.  Kim,  pas- divided,  "Division 

tor  Central  Suwon,  South  Catholic, 

Korea,  Brazilian  pastor  evangelical  Christians  is  in  some  cases 

Nilson  July  at  a  worse 

meeting  of  the  BWA  General  Council  century.  Baptists  must  work  for  the 

in  Cuba.  BAPTISTS  GATHER  —  Banners  denoting  the  conven-  unity  of  Goa's  people." 

In  other  elections,  Audrey  tions  of  Baptists  from  nations  all  around  the  world  are  dis-  Congress  speakers  and  group  lead- 
Morikawa  of  Canada  succeeded  Mercy  played  in  a  colorful  opening  celebration  of  the  1 8th  ers  focused  the  multicultural  Baptists 
Jeyarajarao  of  India  as  president  of  the  Baptist  World  Congress  in  Melbourne,  Australia,  Jan.  5-9.  on  ways  "to  seek  the  mind  of  Christ" 
BWA  Women's  Department,  while  (BWA  photo  by  Jim  Veneman)  and  minister  in  unity. 

Bangladesh  Baptists  express  concerns  about  IMB 

MELBOURNE,  Australia  Chowdhury,  a  leading  busi-  That  is  why  they  have  turned  to  Council  adjourned,  Willis  met 
(BP)  The  mission  strategy  of  nessman,  was  more  pointed,  the  BWA  for  assistance,  he  with  the  Bangladesh  men  and 
the  Southern  Baptist  naming  missionaries  of  the  SBC  explained.  scheduled  a  private  meeting  for 

Convention's  (SBC)  as  the  point  of  concern.  He  BWA  President  Nilson  additional  discussion. 

International  Mission  Board  recounted  the  contributions  of  Fanini  referred  the  request  to  In  other  action  by  the  coun- 
(IMB)  unexpectedly  became  a  Southern  Baptists  in  the  General  Council  executive  cil,  members  affirmed  the 
topic  of  discussion  Jan.  8  at  the  Bangladesh,  crediting  mission-  committee  where,  he  assured  appointment  of  several  com- 
General  Council  meetingof  the  aries  with  a  major  role  in  the  the  Bangladesh  representatives,  mittees  and  commissions  by 
Baptist  World  Alliance  (BWA)  growth  of  churcnes  from  17  in  it  woula  be  considered  openly  President-elect  Billy  Kim  ana 

in  Melbourne,  Australia.  1982  to  more  than  450  now.  "By  and  in  a  spirit  of  friendship.  Lotz;  approved  a  motion  by 

During  a  miscellaneous  the  time  we  have  our  annual  Lotz  asked  that  the  James  "L  Draper  Jr.,  president  of 

business  session,  Dilip  Datta  of  meeting  in  March,  we  will  have  International  Mission  (Agency)  the  SBC  LifeWay  Christian 
Bangladesh  rose  to  ask  the  more  man  500  churches,"  he  Secretaries  also  discuss  the  issue.  Resources,  to  make  a  July  3-9 
BWA  to  begin  what  he  termed  a  predicted.  He  said  the  ass  is-  IMB  President  Jerry  Rankin  is  a  meeting  in  Cuba  a  full  General 
"capacity  building"  program.  tance  of  SBC  missionaries  con-  member  of  that  body.  Council  meeting;  approved  a 

Datta  said  an  unnamed  mis-  tributed  to  the  growth.  Following  the  meeting,  financing  package  of  $3.3  mil- 
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MHHZ  IVXNPHGKJHP  SC 


EWH  GVKH  VR  TVO 


GVVMSCT  RVN  EWH 


DHNLI  VR  VXN  GVNO 


UHPXP  LWNSPE  XCEV 


HEHNCBG  GSRH 


UXOH  EYHCEI-VCH 


Clue:  U  =  1 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  John  Six:  Sixty-Five. 
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